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SUBJECT: GDR REJECTS WESTERN MEDIA CHARGES ON EAST 
GERMAN INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA AND NEAR EAST 
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REF: (A) BERLIN 0018, (B) BERLIN 3699 

1 . NEUES DEUTSCHLAND OF JULY 7 CARRIED A LENGTHY 
REPORT THAT THE GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS REJECTED 
THE "RECENT SLANDERS OF IMPERIALIST MASS MEDIA AGAINST 
THE GDR AND ITS POLICY IN AFRICA AND THE NEAR EAST." 
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THE BULK OF THE ARTICLE QUOTES FROM AN MFA SPOKESMAN 
DENYING RECENT (UNCITED) REPORTS IN THE WESTERN MEDIA 
THAT THE GDR WAS INVOLVED IN RECENT EVENTS IN THE 
TWO YEMENS. WHILE NOT REVEALING ANY NEW POSITIONS 
FOR THE GDR, THE REPORT DEMONSTRATES THE TOUCHINESS 
OF EAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES CONCERNING THE INCREASING 
WESTERN MEDIA INTEREST AND ATTENTION TO GDR ACTIVITIES, 
PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA. 

2. THE REPORT BEGINS BY DENOUNCING THE "MASS MEDIA OF 
IMPERIALIST STATES” FOR THEIR "SLANDERS AGAINST THE GDR" 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE "TRAGIC EVENTS IN THE YAR" AND 
THE "DEFEAT OF THE ATTEMPTED COUP IN THE PDRY" AS A 
MEANS OF "DISPARAGING THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS OF THE 
SOCIALIST STATES, INCLUDING THE GDR, AND AS A PRETEXT 
FOR ENGAGING IN INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF THE PDRY." 

3. THE REPORT DENOUNCES ATTEMPTS TO CREATE THE 
IMPRESSION OF "COMMUNIST EXPANSION AND INTERFERENCE" 
AS A WAY OF DRAWING ATTENTION AWAY FROM IMPERIALIST 
SUPPORT FOR RACIST REGIMES IN SOUTH AFRICA AND 
INTERVENTION IN THE SHABA, THE SUDAN, AND IN THE HORN 
OF AFRICA AS WELL AS THE MANY THOUSANDS OF PAID 
AMERICAN OFFICERS AND AGENTS, FOR EXAMPLE IN SAUDI 
ARABIA." 
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4. THE REPORT JUSTIFIES ACTIVITIES OF THE "SOCIALIST 
STATES" IN THESE AREAS AS CONTRIBUTING TO NATIONAL 
LIBERATION AND SELF-DETERMINATION AND AS ASSISTING 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY AND TO STRENGTHENING THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF SUCH COUNTRIES AS SOUTH YEMEN. IT NOTES 
THAT GDR "EXPERTS" (EXPERTS AT WHAT IS NOT SAID) ARE IN 
SOUTH YEMEN AT THE "INVITATION OF THE LEGITIMATE 
GOVERNMENT" FOR THESE PURPOSES. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES 
BY DEFENDING THE GDR'S CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND NOTES THAT THE COOPERATIVE 
APPROACH OF THE GDR IN THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC- 
TECHNICAL, CULTURAL AND OTHER FIELDS "IS WELL KNOWN 
IN THE ARAB WORLD." 

5. COMMENT: THIS MFA STATEMENT DEMONSTRATES THE 
SENSITIVITY OF THE GDR TO WESTERN REPORTS OF GDR 
MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN THE THIRD WORLD. THE LENGTH 
OF THE REPORT AND ITS SHARPLY WORDED TONE WILL, IN 
OUR VIEW, TEND TO DRAW THE ATTENTION OF THE AVERAGE 
EAST GERMAN READER TO THESE WESTERN REPORTS (AVAILABLE 
THROUGH WESTERN BROADCASTS) RATHER THAN EFFECTIVELY 
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COUNTERING THEM. IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH EAST 
GERMAN CONTACTS WE HAVE NOTED A CONCERN ABOUT GDR 
ACTIVITIES IN THE THIRD WORLD, A CONCERN WHICH GENERALLY 
ASSUMES THAT THESE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE MILITARY AND 
SECURITY PERSONNEL AND OFTEN REFLECTS A GENUINE SENSE OF 
UNEASE AS TO WHERE SUCH ACTIVITIES MAY LEAD. 

6. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT. AS REPORTED IN NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND, DOES NOT ACTUALLY DENY MILITARY INVOLVE- 
MENT. THE POSITION IT TAKES IS THAT ITS ACTIVITIES IN 
AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST ARE IN RESPONSE TO 
LEGITIMATE REQUESTS FROM SOVEREIGN GOVERNMENTS IN THE 
AREA. THE IMPLICATION IS CLEAR THAT THE GDR INTENDS 
TO CONTINUE ITS PRESENT POLICY COURSE AND TO SUPPORT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ITS FRIENDS IN THE THIRD WORLD. 

7. THE EMBASSY HAS RAISED AFRICAN-RELATED ISSUES WITH 
GDR OFFICIALS ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
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AND THE AMBASSADOR HAS DISCUSSED AFRICA WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER (REF B) AND WITH THE LATE WERNER 
LAMBERZ. WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY URGED THE GDR TO ACT 
IN A CONSTRUCTIVE AND RESTRAINED MANNER IN AFRICA. 
THE AMBASSADOR PLANS TO MAKE THIS POINT AGAIN WHEN 
HE MEETS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER (NO TIME HAS 
YET BEEN FIXED), DRAWING ON RECENT STATEMENTS BY THE 
SECRETARY ON U.S. AFRICAN POLICY. THE AMBASSADOR 
HAS ALSO URGED AFRICAN DIPLOMATS ACCREDITED TO THE 
GDR TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS ON AFRICAN ISSUES KNOWN 
TO THE GDR. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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